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Since its heyday from the 1940s to 1960s, the sugar industry in Calabarzon began to experience a 
steady decline, brought about by an end to the US quota system, US protectionist policies for its own 
sugar industry, the steep fall in world sugar prices and the emerging availability of substitutes such 
as high fructose corn syrup. Thus and despite contributing about 10 percent to national production, 
sugar producers began to look into other crops or other uses for their land.  
 
Portions of sugar estates in Laguna were converted to industrial estates beginning in mid-1980s. 
This was followed by a drop in regional production, from 550,000 metric tons in the early 1990s 
down to a measly 10,000 metric tons in the 2000s (Bureau of Agricultural Statistics).   
 
However and despite the obvious shift in Laguna, the Batangas sugar industry continued to thrive in 
the municipalities of Lian, Balayan, Tuy, Nasugbu and Calatagan. In particular, the Central Azucarera 
Don Pedro, Inc. (CADPI) in Nasugbu and the Batangas Sugar Central, Inc. in Balayan generated 
nearly 30 percent of the country's total sugar revenue in 1995-2000. As a result, about 25 percent 
of Batangas' sugar lands were retained and the industry continues to flourish in the province.  
 
Coconut 
 
As early as 1642, coconut oil was the preferred fuel source for Spanish galleons - as a result, 
Spanish colonizers set quotas to increase coconut cultivation in selected Philippine villages. Coconut 
was extensively cultivated in the provinces of Quezon (particularly Tayabas and Infanta), Laguna and 
Batangas. Local coconut oil was used as fuel for petroleum lamps. Eventually, copra, a coconut by-
product, gained importance in the foreign market (i.e. China), further increasing land areas devoted 
to coconut. 
 
In 1926, about 99 percent of the US desiccated coconut demand was being supplied by the 
Philippines. During World War II, coco exports to the US were sustained due to the high demand for 
glycerin, an extract from coconut oil, in the manufacture of explosives.  
 

 
In the 1950s, copra was largely 
exported to Europe and US. During this 
time, the 1955 Laurel-Langley Trade 
Agreement provided legal protection 
that encouraged coconut oil and copra 
production for US exports. In 1965, 
among the most noted and largest 
copra and coconut oil exporters in the 
country, Peter Paul Philippine 
Corporation and Franklin Baker were 
located in Candelaria, Quezon and San 
Pablo, Laguna, respectively. 
 
With higher global prices for coconut oil 
in 1970s, more coconut-based oil 
industries were actively traded in the 
international market. The industry 
benefited further from lower export 
taxes and strong government support to 
the coconut industry as a whole. Among 
the notable Calabarzon-based Source: 1981 Coconut Statistics 

Annex Figure No.3: Shares of Major Coconut Exports to 
Total Coconut, Exports, Philippines, 1969 to 1981 
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Philippine oil exporting companies in 1977 were the San Pablo Manufacturing Corporation and the 
Philippine Refining Company. 
 
From 1969 to 1981, there was a shift from the focus on exporting copra to coconut oil (CNO). The 
share of copra to total coconut exports went down from 57 percent at its peak to a measly 5.6 
percent in 1980s. Conversely, CNO export share grew from 36.0 percent to 89.0 percent during the 
period. Desiccated coconut consistently contributed less than 8 percent of the coconut exports.  
 
During this period, coconut products for domestic consumption were kept at a minimum to provide 
for world demand. Though over-mature or senile coconut trees partly decelerated the growth of coco 
industry, coconut and its products still contributed about 20 percent to the total exports of the 
country. 
 
Though countries producing coconut oil substitutes (palm oil and soybean oil) were gaining 
substantial inroads, coconut oil remains one of the country's top agricultural exports. Aside from 
coconut oil, copra and desiccated coconut, non-traditional coco-based products such as nata de 
coco, virgin coconut oil and coco fiber gained global demand at the dawn of the 21st century. 
 
Rice and Corn 
 
The municipalities of Biñan and Sta. Rosa in Laguna began as irrigated ‘haciendas’ under the 
Dominican friars, although rice was already a significant crop in the region even before the Spanish 
colonial period. At the onset of Green Revolution in the 1960s, traditional rice varieties were 
replaced by modern varieties characterized by high-yielding capacity, but fertilizer-intensive and 
requiring irrigation technology. Laguna province, known as the ‘heartland of the Green Revolution,’ 
was recorded as the earliest and most complete adoption of modern varieties in the whole of tropical 
Asia. One significant result of such revolution was rice self-sufficiency of the country and rice 
exportation in 1968. 
 
In the late 1970s, intensified rice and corn programs were launched to provide farmers assistance to 
credit, irrigation, production inputs and market assistance. Thus, these programs increased the 
production of rice and corn for food and feed grains in the region. 
 
In 1988, the region recorded a 5 percent share from total national palay production. About 412,000 
hectares were planted to rice, with majority of these areas coming from Quezon province. Major 
irrigated rice fields were also located along the Laguna de Bay, northern Cavite province and western 
Batangas, covered by national (28,000 hectares) and communal (11,000 hectares) irrigation 
systems. On the other hand, corn production in the province, mostly from Batangas, accounted for 4 
percent of total national produce. The continuous effort in the sector boosted the country’s grain 
production. Self-sufficiency in corn was also achieved during this period. 
 
However and despite the enactment of the Agriculture and Fisheries Modernization Act (AFMA) in 
1997, manufacturing industries began to locate in areas used as Calabarzon rice lands. Coupled by 
higher production costs and a substantial reduction in rain fed areas, palay production significantly 
plummeted, making the region a net importer of rice.  
 
In 2002, only less than 18percent of the total palay consumption of the region was covered by the 
local production, with the remaining 80 percent imported mainly from Mindoro, Central Luzon and 
Mindanao. Nevertheless, demand for corn increased in consonance with the rapidly expanding 
livestock industry the region. 
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Coffee 
 
In the 1880s, the Philippines became fourth largest coffee exporter in the world and the best 
Philippine coffees came from Batangas, Cavite and Laguna. Batangas coffee, more commonly known 
as “Kapeng Barako,” planted in the towns of Lipa, San Jose, Ibaan and Tanauan, also gained a 
strong following in Manila.  
 
However, coffee plantations in the country were almost wiped out due to a coffee leaf rust epidemic 
in 1894. Shortly afterwards, South America took over the Philippine’s position in supplying to global 
coffee demands. 
 
A coffee development program initiated in the 1960s resulted to improved quality and volume of 
coffee production in the country. Since then, coffee exports picked up from 1977 to 1989. In the 
1990s, 10 percent of national coffee production came from the province of Cavite (particularly in the 
towns of Amadeo, Silang, Alfonso, Indang, Mendez, General Aguinaldo and Tagaytay City). Lately, 
Cavite supplied coffee to large multinational companies and exported their beans to Japan and 
Singapore.  
 
Mango, Pineapple and Banana 
 
Calabarzon used to be among the top five regions producing mango, banana, and pineapple, which 
were grown in the provinces of Cavite, Laguna and Batangas. However, regional production was 
insignificant compared to that of big producers in Mindanao. Thus, when demand for land increased 
for industrial and residential use, areas planted to these crops became susceptible to conversion. 
 
Timber and Other Forest Products  
 
During the Spanish colonial era, forest products were mostly controlled and consumed by the 
Spanish regime, thus local exploitation of commercial forests for timber was severely limited. 
Nevertheless and while some lowland forests were converted to agricultural crop plantations, 
Quezon province remained the center of all logging activities in the region. 
 
It was during the American period that the Philippine forestry sector was established and developed 
and the country became one of the top exporters of lumber to the US.  Logging operations did not 
stop during the Japanese occupation and increased further during the post-war era as the demands 
for timber and lumber products increased.  

 
Until the 1980s, the country was a significant global player in exporting tropical hardwood logs and 
lumber but due to massive deforestation, the country eventually became a net importer of tropical 
hardwood logs by 1990. Though production of logs and lumber picked up in the mid-2000s, the 
country’s forest products contribute less than 0.1 percent to total exports.  
 
Livestock and Poultry 
 
Commercial livestock farms and large slaughterhouses are located in the provinces of Quezon, 
Cavite (Dasmariñas and Tagaytay) and Batangas (Rosario, Padre Garcia, San Juan, Malvar, Laurel 
and Lipa City). The region is considered a showcase area for livestock and poultry trade. For instance, 
slaughterhouses with water treatment facilities were first modeled in Sta. Cruz, Laguna, while Padre 
Garcia is host to the biggest cattle auction market in the country. These features are enhanced by 
the fact that Batangas is part of the main Philippine nautical highway route, positively impacting on 
the region’s livestock and poultry and feed milling industries. 
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Fishery 
 
Calabarzon has bountiful marine resources attributed to its rich major fishing areas, among them: 
Manila Bay in Cavite, Balayan Bay, Batangas Bay, Batangas Coast and Verde Island Passage in 
Batangas and Tayabas, Bay Ragay Gulf and Lamon Bay in Quezon.  
 
Dominant marine species in the region include: rounds cad (galunggong), frigate tuna (tulingan), slip 
mouth (sapsap), anchovies (dilis), grouper (lapu-lapu), threadfin bream (bisugo) and Indian mackerel 
(alumahan). Freshwater lakes and inland waters in the Laguna de Bay, Taal Lake and San Pablo 
Seven Lakes are the primary source of fresh water fish. Taal Lake is known as the only source of 
maliputo and tawilis. Recently, production of Pangasius, a high value commercial fish, is now being 
propagated in some parts of the region, particularly Laguna. 
 
Municipal marine and inland areas are traditional fishing grounds in the region, which contributes 40 
percent to the region’s total fishery production - aquaculture contributes 30 percent while 
commercial fishing contributes 20 percent to the region's total fishery output. The shift towards 
aquaculture was noted with the enactment of Republic Act 8550 also known as the Philippine 
Fisheries Code of 1998. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Employment in the Agriculture Sector 
 
In the 1970s, more than half of the working force in the region was engaged in agriculture and 
primarily employed in coconut and sugarcane plantations. At the turn of the century (2000), only a 
quarter of the working population was employed in the sector. This decreased further to 19 percent 
in 2008. A significant shift of workers from agriculture to the non-agricultural sector was noted 
beginning in the 1990s. 
 
 
 
 
 

Annex Figure No. 4: 
Calabarzon Fisheries Production by Sector, (in metric tons), 1998 to 2009 

Source: Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
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Source: National Statistics Office 

Annex Figure No. 5: Percent Share of Employment in the Agriculture Sector  
to Total Employment, Calabarzon, 1970-2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ANNEX I 
The Contribution of EcoZones to the Calabarzon Economy 
 
Before the passage of the Philippine Economic Zone Authority (PEZA) Law in 1995, only a handful of 
industrial parks and export processing zones operated in the Calabarzon area. Thereafter, significant 
numbers of private-led Industrial Estates (IEs) were built and operated mostly in Cavite, Laguna and 
Batangas to take advantage of fiscal and non-fiscal incentives provided under the law. In addition, 
the presence of road infrastructure, power and communication facilities enhanced the region’s 
strategic location and ample space ideal for industrial operation offered by these provinces. 
 
These Economic Zones (EcoZones) housed the large export-oriented manufacturing firms that 
produce mostly semi-conductors, electronics, garments and transportation equipment.  
 
From 1993-2002, the region’s industry sector became a significant contributor to the regional 
economy at an annual average of 43 percent. This was largely driven by the manufacturing industry, 
which accounted for almost a third of the regional economy and contributed an average of 20 
percent to the national output in manufacturing. During this same period, the manufacturing industry 
in Calabarzon was the country’s top producer of exports products.  
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ANNEX J 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) Defined  
 
MSMEs are defined as any business activity or enterprise engaged in industry, agri-business and/or 
services, whether single proprietorship, partnership, cooperative or corporation, whose total assets 
inclusive of those arising from loans but exclusive of the land on which the particular business 
entity’s office) must have a value falling under the classification shown in Annex Table No. 4. 
 

Annex Table No. 4: Classification of MSMEs in the Philippines 
Category Asset Size (in PhP) No. of Employees 

Micro Below 3,000,000 1 to 9 
Small 3,000,001 to 15,000,000 10 to 99 

Medium 15,000,001 to 100,000,000 100 to 199 
Large Greater than 100,000,000 200 and above 

Source: Republic Act 9501 or Magna Carta for MSMEs 
 
The region has the second largest employment in MSMEs next to NCR accounting to about 16 
percent of the national MSME employment in 2008. Employments in MSMEs are concentrated in the 
following: trade/industry (wholesale and retail trade, manufacturing) and services (hotel and 
restaurant, education) as shown in Annex Table No. 5 below. 

 
Annex Table No. 5: Regional Distribution of MSMEs by Sector, 2008 

Industry TOTAL 
Total Employment 

MICRO SMALL MEDIUM LARGE 
CALABARZON 895,060 230,426 158,751 62,089 443,794 
Agriculture, Hunting and Forestry 7,280 1,324 4,290 1,666 s2 

Fishing 874 322 552 - - 
Mining and Quarrying 343 42 301 - - 
Manufacturing 500,203 37,747 44,820 36,647 380,989 
Electricity, Gas and Water 10,397 205 2,617 1,940 5,635 
Construction 7,802 639 2,219 667 4,277 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 152,742 109,353 31,542 4,029 7,818 
Hotels and Restaurants 52,291 30,081 19,574 2,636 s2 

Transport, Storage and Communications 9,530 1,576 3,205 1,646 3,103 
Financial Intermediation 21,936 10,981 8,565 519 1,871 
Real Estate, Renting and Business Activities 39,136 11,965 4,087 2,543 20,541 
Education 46,261 4,897 26,147 6,111 9,106 
Health and Social Work 18,798 6,655 4,405 3,366 4,372 
Other Community, Social and Personal Service 
Activities 

27,467 14,639 6,427 1,367 5,034 

The 2008 List of Establishments  was based on Field Updating conducted by the office in  barangays with growth centers, 
other areas where significant change in status/updates of establishments were observed to have occurred and updates 
from feedbacks on the surveys undertaken by the office and supplemented by lists from different secondary sources. 
s2 - combined with employment size "medium" 
- no data available 
Source: NSO – Industry and Trade Statistics Department Statistical Sampling and Operations Division 
 
On microfinance, CALABARZON (Region IV-A) ranked third on the highest amount of loan releases 
from July 2004 to April 2010. The region posted a total ofP16.408 billion offered to 631,938 
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beneficiaries for lending. Meanwhile, Regions III and II were the top regions in providing loans 
through microfinance facilities. These loaning facilities greatly benefitted small entrepreneurs and 
propelled development and economic activities in the regions.  
 

Annex Table 6. Top Regional Microfinance Accomplishments 
(July 2004 to April 2010) 

Region Loans Released 
(in billion PhP) 

No. of Beneficiaries 

III 33.849 763,406 
II 18.235 431,866 
IV-A 16.408 631,938 
VII 14.495 734,511 
X 13.671 409,511 
VI 13.241 619,840 

          Source: Department of Trade and Industry 

 
 
ANNEX K 
Technical Notes on Land Use Conversions and Tenurial Instruments 
 
Annex Table No. 7: Land Use Conversions in the Philippines, 1988-1997a/ 
Location Area (Hectares) Percent Share to Total 
Philippines 56,168.54 100.0 
NCR 83.11 0.2 
Region 4 (includes Calabarzon) 25,108.56 44.7 
Region 3 11,025.71 19.6 
Other Regions 19,951.16 35.5 
a/ This includes agricultural lands converted by the rezoning act of the local government prior to 1988 (i.e. enactment of 
the CARP Law) 
Source: DAR-Presidential Agrarian Reform Council (PARC) 

 
Annex Table No. 8: Status of Land Conversion in Calabarzon, 1984-1999 

Province Agricultural 
Land Converted 

(Hectares) 

Distribution of Agricultural Lands Converted to Other Use,  
by Major Category ( percent) 

Commercial Industrial Residential Others 
Batangas 4,705.4080 7.47 16.61 66.90 9.03 
Cavite 4,081.9611 1.86 18.84 57.84 21.46 
Laguna 2,325.3478 14.09 31.41 50.67 3.83 
Quezon 532.9240 7.70 0.47 60.57 31.26 
Rizal 961.6671 27.73 1.24 68.71 2.31 
Total 12,607.3080 8.43 18.21 60.84 12.52 
Source: DAR-Center for Land Use, Policy Planning and Implementation (CLUPPI) 
* Commercial, industrial and residential includes mixed and related use, residential includes resettlement and socialized 
housing, other includes agriculture, aquaculture, eco-tourism, memorial parks and SHOPC 
 
From 1988 to 1997, nearly half of land conversions occurred in Region 4. For about the same time 
period, it was determined that most of these converted lands were used for residential purposes - 
accounting for over 50 percent of all end-uses across all provinces and indicating a real estate boom 
in the region. The conversion towards industrial use was most significantly noted in Laguna, wherein 
over 30 percent of converted lands were used for EcoZones, industrial estates and similar types of 
development.  
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Annex Table No. 9: Summary of Tenurial Instruments Issued in Calabarzon, 2003 

Kind of Tenurial Instruments Number Area (hectare) 
Community-Based Forest Management Agreement 45 18,127.06 
Socialized Industrial Forest Management Agreement 6 2,740.00 
Industrial Forest Management Agreement 4 49,189.00 
Private Forest Development Agreement 1 1,840.72 
Forestland Grazing Management Agreement 3 333.00 
Tree Farm Lease Agreement 3 590 
Agro-forest Farm Lease Agreement 8 6,667.00 
Special Private Land Timber License 1 27,851.79 
Industrial Tree Plantation Lease Agreement 3 482.00 
Total 74 107,820.57 
Source:  DENR Region IV-A, Forest Management Service 
 
On the other hand, issued tenurial instruments covering nearly 90 percent of Calabarzon forest 
areas include Industrial and Community-Based Forest Management Agreements as well as one 
Special Private Timber License.  
 
 
 

ANNEX L 
Milestones in Calabarzon Planning and Governance 
 
1. Strengthened National, Regional and Local Planning Linkages 
 
While vertical consistency of plans was not a major concern during the early years of regional 
planning, there was recognition of the need for national and local collaboration, especially in the 
process of plan preparation. The specific approach employed to address this constraint was to build 
and improve on the capacities of technical planning staff. Thus, the Planning Assistance to Rural 
Areas (PASTORA) and Statistical Manpower Development Program (SMDP) were conceived and 
implemented in the late 70’s to the early 80’s. These two projects introduced local officials and their 
technical staff to planning techniques, including the use of scientific and statistical analysis.  
 
2. Promotion of the Growth Corridor Approach 
 
Considering that the Southern Tagalog Region was huge and with diverse levels of development and 
natural resources endowments between and among its provinces, the corridor development concept 
was introduced as a spatial strategy. The whole of STR was subdivided into Urban Growth Corridor 
Development (UGCD) and Resource Sub-region Growth Corridor for Agro-Modernization (RSGCA) 
areas. UGCD areas were those provinces adjacent to NCR: Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal and 
Quezon which eventually became Calabarzon. The implementation of the strategy spurred the growth 
of the region, which positioned itself as a counter-magnet to the growth spillover of Metro Manila and 
with the private sector playing the lead role in providing investments for economic development. 
 
3. Introduction of the Cluster Planning Approach 
 
One significant policy that impacted on regional planning is the passage of the Local Government 
Code (LGC) in 1991. The RDPs as well as local development plans after 1991 were prepared with 
local autonomy as the backdrop, in contrast with earlier plans which were elaborations of national 
development plans.  
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The enactment of the LGC initially posed various challenges not only in service delivery but also in 
development planning, among them, the integration and harmonization of local development plans 
with sectoral and national development plans. This problem was compounded by ‘turf’ issues among 
agencies engaged in sub-national level planning, the proliferation of sectoral and master plans to 
address various concerns as advocated by donor agencies and civil society organizations (CSO), and 
inadequate competencies of local planners, among others.  

These problems have since been addressed at the RDC level and through the use of other inter-
agency mechanisms, such as the Joint Memorandum Circular (JMC) No. 1, s. 2007 by the 
Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG), Department of Budget and Management 
(DBM), Department of Finance (DOF) and NEDA. The JMC, which resulted to the issuance of 
guidelines on planning, budgeting, expenditure management and resource generation, is expected to 
ensure a Synchronized Planning, Programming and Budgeting System (SBPPBS). 

The cluster planning approach was pilot tested in selected highly urbanized and urbanizing cities and 
municipalities under the CALA Project, serving as a test area for harmonizing local development 
plans. Through this project, inter-local cooperation was promoted as key for sustainable local 
development. The gains on inter-local cooperation from the CALA Project and government agencies-
LGU partnerships on capacity building and implementation of high impact projects were sustained 
through regular meetings with key stakeholders. In these meetings, usually convened by NEDA, 
critical issues pertaining to LGUs, on-going projects and upcoming regional activities form part of the 
agenda for discussion. Because of its effectivity, the essence of this approach is still being used 
today.  
 
4. Highlighted Public-Private Partnership, Volunteerism and Participatory Planning Approaches 
as Key Development Strategies  
 
The recognition of the important role of the private sector and CSOs in economic development 
brought about a transformation in the plan strategies and in the process of plan preparation. The 
shift fit well within the Calabarzon context, as development in the region became increasingly private 
sector-led.  
 
A number of business organizations implementing Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) activities in 
various communities expressed willingness to invest in the region. Volunteer groups likewise became 
more actively involved in development work in Calabarzon. Given this trend, MTRDPs prepared since 
1987 were done in consultation with the private sector and CSOs using participatory planning tools. 
 
Public and private participation is harnessed in the RDC, where at least 25 percent of its members 
come from business organizations and CSOs. The private sector representatives in the RDC are 
among the most active nationwide, evidenced by their attendance during meetings, teambuilding 
activities and strategic planning sessions and in the conduct of their own initiated activities. PSRs 
are also often designated as chairpersons of major RDC committees.  
 
As another way of promoting private sector participation, the RDC sustained efforts to strengthen 
volunteerism in the region. The RDC collaborated with the Philippine National Volunteers Service 
Coordinating Agency (PNVSCA) in giving recognition to the efforts of volunteers who have contributed 
to regional development. The RDC also initiated discussions on maximizing volunteerism as a 
development strategy. 
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5. Mainstreaming of Various Advocacies into the Regional Development Agenda 
 
The region promoted the preparation of various sectoral plans on children, youth, women, gender 
and development (GAD) and local poverty reduction, among others. The preparation of these sectoral 
plans mainstreamed the issues of marginalized groups and basic sectors in the development 
agenda. Using the sectoral approach to planning, however, resulted to poorly crafted plans resulting 
to the duplication of programs and poor utilization of funds. These sector plans were also localized, 
exacerbating the difficulty of local planning offices in integrating them with other agenda in a 
coherent manner. Thus, the strengthening of regional and local bodies became a priority concern. 
 
Through the RDC, regional interagency teams provided technical assistance to capacitate various 
local bodies on plan and policy formulation, monitoring and evaluation (M & E) and the 
establishment of a database system that would integrate data and information pertaining to regional 
socioeconomic performance.  
 
New planning guidelines on Provincial/Local Planning and Expenditure Management (PLPEM) also 
provided a systematic mechanism for the mainstreaming of diverse concerns without having to 
prepare separate sectoral plans. New advocacies for integration include disaster risk reduction and 
climate change adaptation and human rights-based planning approach. 
 
6. Improved Planning Tools and Local Level Databasing for More Effective Poverty Diagnosis 
and Tracking  
 
In Calabarzon, the RDC endorsed the Community-Based Monitoring System (CBMS) as a standard, 
region-wide instrument to generate local level data on poverty. The Regional KALAHI Convergence 
Group (RKCG), on the other hand, facilitated the adoption of common target areas and pooling of 
resources as an approach to address poverty. Public and private organizations, directly or indirectly 
working for poverty alleviation, also saw the value of relating their organization’s desired outcomes 
with poverty alleviation. 
 
7. Conduct of Monitoring and Performance Evaluation 
 
A comprehensive Regional Project Monitoring and Evaluation System (RPMES) was adopted in 1989 
in line with the government’s thrust on accountability and transparency. The system provides a 
scheme for monitoring and evaluating projects at the national, regional, provincial/city and municipal 
levels, with the extensive and active participation of various government agencies, local government 
units and non-government organizations (NGOs) at all levels. In Calabarzon, monitoring is conducted 
to determine status of project implementation and evaluation which are then used to determine the 
achievement of regional goals and objectives. Evaluation is documented through a Program 
Implementation Review (PIR). 
 
Related to evaluation is the performance assessment of LGUs. DILG implemented the web-based 
Local Governance Performance Management System (LGPMS) in 2005 to determine LGUs 
performance and state of development based on governance and development indicators.  
 
The LGPMS allows LGUs and other users to easily generate online reports, including local 
governance performance, state of local development, financial performance and e-summary reports, 
and at the provincial, regional or national levels. The system was implemented in Calabarzon in 
2009.   
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8. Establishment of a Regional Government Center 
 
Calamba City in Laguna was designated as the Regional Government Center (RGC) in 1991and 
affirmed in 2003. The establishment of the RGC was done based on the need to strengthen 
coordination between regional line agencies (RLAs) and LGUs and for RLAs to better cater to the 
demands of their clientele in Calabarzon. To date, 18 regional line agencies have already transferred 
to Calamba City.  
 
9. Implementation of E-Governance and Initiatives in Improving the Ease of Doing Business 
 
The advent of information and communications and technology (ICT) brought about transformations 
to government operations. Through e-governance, the processes of transacting with government 
agencies and disseminating information on public programs and services to the people were 
expected to accelerate. The potential presented by emerging technologies on computer systems, 
database management, and interactive transactions were identified as important tools for regional 
ICT.  
 
The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) established the National Economic Research and 
Business Action Center (NERBAC). The NERBAC provides entrepreneurs and investors with 
information on business opportunities in Calabarzon. It also facilitates the processing of 
requirements for business establishments - including credit services - through a one-stop action 
center.  
 
10. Sustained Capacities of LGUs to Generate their Own Income 
 
In 1995, all the provinces of Calabarzon were classified as being of first income class. Two years 
prior, only Rizal held that distinction - with Batangas, Laguna, and Quezon being second income 
class provinces and Cavite being third class.  
 
The upgrading of the income classification of the provinces in 1995 may be attributed to 
industrialization and urbanization especially in the provinces of Batangas, Cavite, and Laguna; and 
an increase in per capita income particularly in Quezon. The upgrading also indicates sustained 
capacities of Calabarzon provinces to generate their own income outside of their IRAs.  
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ANNEX M   
Technical Notes on Calabarzon Employment and Unemployment Rates  
 
In 2004, the region's labor force grew by only 2.6 percent, while labor force participation rate 
increased slightly at about 0.2 percent compared from the previous year. The employment rate for 
the period is 85.8 percent. This is slightly lower than the Plan target (90 percent) but higher by 1.2 
percent from the previous year. In absolute terms, the region was able to generate 116,000 new 
jobs for the period. However, the unemployment rate in 2004 posted a marginal increase of 0.33 
percent compared to the previous year. New jobs were created from aggregate employment 
expansion in the services (3.2 percent), industry (4.8 percent) and agriculture (1.0 percent) sectors.  
 
Employment from the services sector was related primarily to wholesale and retail trade (e.g. malls 
and department stores), repair services, transport, storage and communications services. On the 
other hand, employment from the industry sector came from food processing, textiles and garments 
and electronics and automobile parts. The improved industrial peace condition as manifested by a 
50 percent reduction in the number of actual strikes also contributed to the positive performance of 
the sector. During this period, it is notable that employment in the agriculture sector increased, 
despite their seasonal nature and the effects of typhoons that struck the region in the latter period 
of the year.            
In 2005, the employment rate rose minimally at 1 percent. Out of 220,000 persons in the region 
that joined the labor force for the period, only two-thirds were able to get job. This is attributed to the 
lowered investments brought about by the USD 42 to 62 increase in world crude prices leading to a 
surge in production and power costs and exacerbated by political instability. However, the 
unemployment rate in 2005 posted a decrease from 14.25 percent to 13.92 percent.  
        
In 2006, the region's employment rate grew by 1.31 percent, which is directly translated to the 
creation of 129,000 new jobs.  This is reinforced by a 1.57 percent decline in unemployment 
(46,000 jobs), due to the growth of the agriculture, hunting and forestry and fishing subsectors. The 
expansion of employment in agriculture was driven by impressive growth in the livestock and poultry, 
and seaweeds and aquaculture activities. The services and industry sectors respectively accounted 
for 54 and 27 percents of overall employment in the region in 2006.  
       
Calabarzon maintains a 57 percent ratio of employed to working age persons, making it the largest 
employer in the nation next to NCR.  
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ANNEX N 
Technical Notes on Poverty in Calabarzon 
 
The per capita food and poverty threshold in Calabarzon is higher than that of the entire Philippines, 
but lower than that of NCR and Region III. Among its provinces, Cavite has the highest food and 
poverty thresholds for 2009, followed by Rizal, Batangas, Laguna and Quezon. 
 

Annex Table No. 10: Annual Per Capita Food and Poverty Threshold, 2003, 2006 and 2009 
Region/Province Annual Per Capita 

Food Threshold 
Annual Per Capita 
Poverty Threshold 

(in PhP) (in PhP) 

2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 

PHILIPPINES 7,577 9,257 11,686 10,976 13,348 16,841 

NCR 9,776 11,515 13,831 13,997 16,487 19,802 

Region III 8,902 10,719 13,308 12,771 15,374 18,981 

Region IV-A 8,539 9,901 12,278 12,394 14,284 17,779 

Batangas b/ 8,858 10,292 12,559 12,708 14,716 18,089 

Cavite b/ 9,735 11,449 14,040 13,976 16,350 20,163 

Laguna b/ 8,336 9,685 12,150 11,939 13,970 17,295 

Quezon b/ 8,098 9,429 11,612 11,628 13,474 16,652 

Rizal b/ 9,195 10,553 13,015 13,100 15,162 18,717 

Source: National Statistical Coordination Board 

 
Poverty incidence in Calabarzon is lower than that of the entire Philippines and Region III, but higher 
than that for NCR. Among its provinces, Quezon registered the highest poverty incidence in 2009, 
followed by Batangas. On the other hand, the lowest poverty incidence for the same period was 
noted in the province of Cavite.  
 
The data also shows a significant difference between the poverty incidence among families and 
population. In 2009, the poverty incidence among population of 13.9 percent is 3.6 percentage 
points higher than the poverty incidence among families.  
 

Annex Table No. 11: Poverty Incidence Among Families and Population: 2003, 2006 and 2009 
Region/ Province Poverty Incidence 

Among Families 
Poverty Incidence 
Among Population 

2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 
Philippines 20 21.1 20.9 24.9 26.4 26.5 
NCR 2.1 3.4 2.6 3.2 5.4 4 
Region III 9.4 12 12 12.4 15.2 15.3 
Region IV-A 9.2 9.4 10.3 12.1 12.3 13.9 

Batangas 13.8 12.7 14 18.5 16.4 18.8 
Cavite 4.8 4.2 4.5 6.7 6.2 6.4 
Laguna 5.2 4.5 5.9 6.8 5.7 8 
Quezon 23.2 26.7 24.5 28.8 35.2 32.5 
Rizal 2.9 2.7 6.5 4.3 3.6 9.5 

Source: National Statistical Coordination Board 
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The subsistence incidence in Calabarzon is lower than that for the Philippines and Region III, but 
higher than that for NCR. Among its provinces, Quezon registered the highest incidence of 
subsistence among families and population, followed by Batangas. The lowest subsistence incidence, 
on the other hand, was noted in the province of Cavite.  

 
Annex Table No. 12: Subsistence Incidence Among Families and Population, 

by Region and Province: 2003, 2006 and 2009 
Region/ 
Province 

Subsistence Incidence  
Among Families (percent) 

Subsistence Incidence  
Among Population (percent) 

2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 

PHILIPPINES 8.2 8.7 7.9 11.1 11.7 10.8 

NCR 0.3 0.7 0.4 0.6 1.0 0.6 
Region III 2.3 3.7 3.7 3.3 4.9 5.0 

Region IV-A 2.4 2.8 2.4 3.3 4.0 3.7 

Batangas b/ 3.8 4.6 4.3 5.2 6.3 6.1 

Cavite b/ 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.9 1.1 0.8 

Laguna b/ 0.9 1.1 0.9 1.4 1.6 1.3 

Quezon b/ 7.7 8.0 5.9 9.6 11.9 9.6 

Rizal b/ 0.6 0.8 1.5 1.3 1.0 2.5 

Source: National Statistical Coordination Board 

 
Calabarzon has more poor families compared to NCR and Region III. Among its provinces, Quezon 
had the most number of people and families that are classified as poor, followed by Batangas, Rizal, 
Laguna and lastly, Cavite. Poor families in Quezon and Batangas were mostly located in remote 
upland and seashore areas and engaged mainly in farming and fishing activities. 
 
Annex Table No. 13: Share to Total Poor Families and Population,  
by Selected Regions and Province: 2003, 2006 and 2009 

 Percent Share to Total Poor Families Percent Share to Total Poor Population 

2003 2006 2009 2003 2006 2009 

NCR 1.5 2.2 1.7 1.8 2.7 1.9 

Region III 5.2 6.2 6.3 5.5 6.3 6.3 

Region IV-A 6.1 5.7 6.4 6.3 5.9 6.8 

Batangas 1.7 1.5 1.7 1.9 1.5 1.8 

Cavite 0.8 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.7 0.8 

Laguna 0.7 0.6 0.8 0.8 0.6 0.8 

Quezon 2.6 2.8 2.6 2.4 2.8 2.5 

Rizal 0.4 0.3 0.8 0.4 0.3 0.9 

PHILIPPINES 100 100 100 100 100 100 

Total No. of Poor 
Families (Phils.) 

3,293,096 3,670,791 3,855,730      

Total No. of Poor 
Population (Phils.) 

      19,796,954 22,173,190 23,142,481 

Source: National Statistical Coordination Board  

 



                                                                   R E G I O N   I V ‐ A : C A L A B A R Z O N                             
                                                                          G L O B A L   B U S I N E S S   H U B 

  

R D P   2 0 1 1 ‐ 2 0 1 6   |   95

Metro Manila
35%

Central 
Visayas

12%
Calabarzon

23%

Central 
Luzon

8%

All Other 
Regions

22%

Annex Figure No. 6: Distribution of Approved 
EcoZones in the Philippines, 2006 

Laguna
46%

Batangas
29%

Cavite
25%

Annex Figure No. 7: Distribution of Approved 
EcoZones in Calabarzon, 2006 

 
ANNEX O 
Technical Notes on the Calabarzon Industry Sector 
 
EcoZones accelerated the growth of the industry sector in Calabarzon. In 2006, 23 percent of all 
approved EcoZones in the Philippines were located in the region. Laguna hosted nearly half of these 
industrial developments, with the remaining share distributed between Cavite and Batangas.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Calabarzon Region is considered as a vital component of a production network of industrial 
manufacturing clusters, envisioned under the framework of the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) 
to be established by 2015. This was affirmed during the ASEAN summit in Cebu in 2007 and 
highlighted during the 14th ASEAN Summit held in Thailand in February 2009. 
 
One aim of the AEC is to liberalize and facilitate flows of investment in order to attract foreign direct 
investments (FDIs).  Another aim is to deepen the ASEAN members’ participation in production 
networks, such as Bangkok’s Eastern Seaboard regions that host the automotive cluster in Thailand, 
Indonesia’s JABODETABEK, and the Philippines’ Calabarzon manufacturing centers. 
 
Most of the major manufacturing activities in the country are located in the Calabarzon, as such; the 
region has established itself as an important regional manufacturing center of the country. Of the 
117,624 manufacturing establishments in the country in 2007, 15 percent or 17,593 
establishments were located in Calabarzon. Likewise, 15 percent of the total number of 
establishments, estimated to be about 783,870 in 2007, is based in Calabarzon. 
 
Calabarzon’s manufacturing industry accounted for 20 percent of the national production in 2005. 
Manufacturing activities in Calabarzon are driven mainly by large export-oriented firms located in the 
region’s industrial estates or ecozones. This increased to 24 percent in succeeding years, of the 179 
PEZA registered economic zones in the country, 44 were to locate in the region. Most of these 
developments were created through joint ventures between local and foreign partners, and engaged 
in a wide variety of product specialization from high-technology electronics/semi-conductor 
equipment to auto assembly plants, food, processing, shipbuilding and ecotourism. 
 
 

Source: PEZA 

Source: PEZA 
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Annex Table No. 14: PEZA Registered Economic Zones in Calabarzon, 2005 

Source: Philippine Economic Zone Authority 
 
Although the share of the industry sector in the GRDP averaged over 40 percent annually from 2003 
to 2009, the sector posted a decreasing share in the country’s total Gross Value Added (GVA) for 
industry (15.1 percent in 2007 to 13.8 percent in 2009). The global financial meltdown adversely 
affected the performance of the industry sector, particularly manufacturing which registered a 
negative 5.1 percent growth in 2009 from negative 0.2 percent in 2008. The negative 3.5 percent 
growth of the fuel, light, water (FLW) subsector in 2009 likewise contributed to the decrease in 
sectoral performance. The manufacturing and FLW comprise 73 and 13 percent, respectively, of the 
total industry sector output. 
 
In 2004, the government reported a P21.62 billion (or 22.5 percent) exports increase from economic 
zones, covering the period from January to August. Top performers include Laguna Technopark Inc. 
(USD 5.38 billion), a consistent performer; followed by Gateway Business Park (USD 2.99 billion); 
and Lima Technology Center (USD 520.28 million). 
 
Export revenues generated in 2005 contributed USD 32 billion or 67.56 percent of total Philippine 
exports. This represents a 50 percent expansion (from 11 percent in 1996) of the region’s export 
share to the national total.  
 
 
 
ANNEX P 
Technical Notes on the Calabarzon Services Sector 
 
Growth in the services sector is attributed to the growth in private construction, real estate and 
communications in the region, fueled by low interest rates and strong remittance from OFWs. 
Developments include high-end leisure projects, individual high-end to medium-end house and lot 
packages in Laguna, Cavite and Rizal, as well as Lipa and Antipolo Cities.  
 
The emergence of services required by economic zone locators such as machine calibration, water 
testing, bank and financial services, telecommunications, transportation, logistics and storage 
services and information technology and business process outsourcing (IT-BPO) further diversified 
the sector’s economic activities. 
 
However, the services sector suffered from the effects of the global financial crisis, which lowered its 
growth rate compared to national levels and fell short of attaining annual targets set during the 

Province Number Nature/orientation 
Cavite 13 High tech; electronics/semi-conductor equipment 

manufacturers; ship building 
Laguna 17 High tech; electronics/semi-conductor equipment, manufacturers;

auto assembly plants; food, processing/manufacturing 

Batangas 12 agro-industrial processing; shipbuilding; ecotourism 
Rizal 2 agro-industrial processing; eco-tourism 

Calabarzon 44   
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previous planning periods. Notwithstanding this, services sector was the only sector among all those 
present in the region that registered positive growth despite the global financial crisis.  
 
The trade subsector which comprises almost one half of the services sector grew only by 0.7 percent 
in 2008 and 0.2 percent in 2009. Ownership of dwellings and real estate (ODRE), which comprises a 
sizable output of the services sector, also recorded negative 2.9 percent growth in 2009. The 
negative growth for ODRE was caused partly by the decrease in demand for residential houses by 
OFWs who have been affected by the global financial crisis, coupled by increase in demand for more 
office spaces from BPOs and ICT companies.  
 
The finance and government service subsectors respectively posted 11.8 percent and 5.5 percent 
growth rates and contributed to the rally of the services sector. This was supplemented by the 
finance subsector, which also performed strongly due to decreasing interest rates and a stronger 
peso.  
 
While government spending increased, especially with the implementation of various anti-poverty 
programs, the private services subsector (through IT-BPO, hotels, health and wellness providers, 
commercial centers and tourism) showed a modest growth in 2009 at 4.7 percent. 
 
Information Technology and Business Process Outsourcing 
 
From 2006 to 2009, the global IT-BPO market for offshore services grew at an annual average rate 
of about 15 percent. India was the early pioneer in this industry and has held the leading position 
globally by capitalizing on its large base of skilled professionals and organizing effectively around this 
opportunity to tap global markets.  
 
The value of the global market for offshore IT-BPO services industry grew from around USD 68 billion 
in 2006 to USD 104 billion in 2009. In 2010, it was estimated to range from USD 105 billion to USD 
125 billion according to the Business Processing Association of the Philippines (BPAP). 
 
In the Philippines, IT takes a larger share in terms of the offshore services market size, based on 
2006-2010 data. Collectively, IT-BPO revenues in the Philippines reached over USD 7 billion and 
employment totaled 442,000 in 2009 compared to less than USD 100 million in profits in 2001. 
Within this short period of time, the Philippines established itself as second only to India in the 
provision of IT-BPO services globally.   
 

Annex Figure No. 8: Global Offshore Service Market Size In the Philippines: 2006-2010 

 
                                    Source: Business Processing Association of the Philippines 



R E G I O N   I V ‐ A : C A L A B A R Z O N                              
G L O B A L   B U S I N E S S   H U B 
 

  

98   |   R D P   2 0 1 1 ‐ 2 0 1 6  

 
Annex Figure No. 9: IT-BPO Revenues in the Philippines, 2004-2009 (in PhP 000,000) 

 
          Source: Business Processing Association of the Philippines 

 
Annex Figure No. 10: IT-BPO Employment in the Philippines, 2004-2009 (in ’000) 

 
     Source: Business Processing Association of the Philippines 
 
 
The Philippines was able to achieve rapid industry growth as a result of several intrinsic strengths 
critical to IT-BPO service providers and customers. In a strategic plan for the industry, formulated by 
BPAP with McKinsey & Co, Offshoring and Outsourcing Philippines: Roadmap 2010 the country’s 
strong advantages in developing the industry were identified as:  
 

(a) suitable and abundant talent 
(b) good quality infrastructure 
(c) conducive business environment 
(d) operational performance 

 
In 2009, about 80 percent of the current BPOs were operating in the NCR area. This 
overconcentration of the industry in the NCR, if not properly managed, could lead to salary and rental 
inflation. To avoid this from happening and to tap the rich talent pools outside the NCR, BPAP aligned 
with the Cyber Corridor program of the Commission on Information and Communications Technology 
(CICT) and DTI to better prepare other regions to become outsourcing hubs. The project, called the 
Next Wave Cities initiative, involves the assessment and identification of key cities or areas ideal for 
BPO investors based on the supply of graduates and workers, relevant real estate, 
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telecommunications infrastructure, cost, business environment and risk management among other 
criteria. 
 
BPAP data show that the percentage of IT-BPO employment in NCR dropped slightly, from 82 percent 
in 2007 to 77 percent in 2010, even as the industry grew at a rate of over 30 percent across the 
country in that period. Employment growth of the IT-BPO industry outside the NCR also outpaced the 
growth within the NCR. Significantly, there were also twice the number of IT-BPO employees in 
regions outside the NCR in 2010 than there were in 2007, reflecting an increase from 53,812 
employees in 2007 to 121,900 in 2010. 
 
Of the regions outside NCR, Regions VII (7.11 percent) and III (4.16 percent) have the most number 
of IT-BPO employees. Calabarzon (3.43 percent) follows closely behind Region VI (3.95 percent) with 
the next largest IT-BPO employment numbers. 
 

Annex Table No. 15: IT-BPO Employment by Region, 2010 
Regions IT-BPO Employment (percent) 
NCR 76.77  
CAR 1.35 t 
I 0.02  
III 4.16 t 
IV-A 3.43  
V 0.53  
VI 3.95  
VII 7.11  
VIII 0.68  
IX 0.02  
X 0.39  
XI 1.39  
XII 0.01  
Not indicated 0.19  

Total = 530,000 (estimate) 
Source: Business Processing Association of the Philippines 

 
 

Annex Table No. 16: IT-BPO Employment (full-time employees) 
Year Total Philippines NCR AGR 

(Percent) 
Outside NCR AGR 

(Percent) 
2007 298,953 245,142  53,812  

2008 371,965 297,572 21 74,393 38 

2009 442,164 344,888 16 97,276 31 

2010* 530,000 408,100 18 121,900 25 

 Source: Business Processing Association of the Philippines 
 *Estimates 
  
Health and Wellness Industry 
 
Another emerging growth industry that significantly contributed to the economic performance of the 
region is the health and wellness subsector. As early as 2009, health and wellness services are 
already being integrated in residential complexes to make them residential resort complexes. An 
example of this is the establishment of 430 condominium unit and 48 terrace villas on a 3.5-hectare 
prime property in Calamba City, Laguna. Moreover, some of these services are being integrated with 
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retirement services to cater to the growing demand for emerging new lifestyles in the region’s urban 
centers. 
 
An estimated 15 spa establishments of various categories currently operate in the region. Most of 
these establishments are concentrated in Cavite and Laguna provinces. 
 
Trade 

 
High population growth makes the region one of the major market forces south of NCR for 
commodity and consumer goods and services. Moreover, the growing wealth of the region’s major 
urban areas indicates to an expanding population that is actively engaged in economic activities.  
 
Based on the 2008 Annual Financial Report by the Commission on Audit, the Cities of Batangas, 
Calamba, Sta. Rosa, and Antipolo have already breached the PhP 1 billion mark in total income. 
These cities became part of the so-called Billionaire Cities of the Philippines, joining the ranks of rich 
cities coming mostly from the NCR. In addition, Lipa City in Batangas, Biñan City in Laguna, and 
Dasmariñas City in Cavite are expected to join the billionaire income group by 2009-2010. 
 
The region’s growing economy has been sustained by significant financial capital remittances from 
overseas Filipino workers, estimated at more than US$16 billion in 2007. 
 
In 2004, Calabarzon had the second highest number of OFWs in the country at 190,000 next to 
NCR’s 194,000 OFWs. By 2008, the number of OFWs from the region doubled to 234,738, majority 
of who come from the provinces of Cavite, Laguna, Batangas and Rizal. 
 

Annex Table No. 17: Number of OFWs Deployed from Calabarzon, 2008 
Province No. of OFWs Distribution ( percent) 

Cavite  62,008 26.42 
Laguna 53,727 22.89 
Batangas 60,597 25.81 
Rizal 40,271 17.16 
Quezon 18,135 7.73 
CALABARZON 234,738 100.00 

Source: Department of Labor and Employment IV-A and Overseas Workers Welfare Administration 
 
The increased purchasing power of families of overseas workers contributed to the expanding 
demand for housing, consumer goods, and services. A survey made by the Asian Development Bank 
in 2003 showed that most OFWs allocate their remittances for food consumed at home, utilities and 
other household operations, personal care and effects, communications and transportation, with the 
highest allocation being for food consumed at home. A similar consumption pattern was also 
reflected in households of workers in the region’s factories and manufacturing establishments. 
 
Commercialization in Urban Centers 
 
To cater to an expanding regional demand, the construction of malls and major shopping centers 
began in earnest in 2004, bringing the total number of such establishments in the region to 52 by 
2010.  
 
More than half of these commercial centers are located in Laguna and Batangas provinces. Most of 
the commercial centers also operate within or near the urban centers of municipalities or cities. 
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Interestingly, Lucena has the most number of commercial centers with seven, followed by the cities 
of Lipa and Calamba with four each and Sta. Rosa and Batangas Cities with three each. 
 
Tourism 
 
The expanding population base of the Calabarzon (for locally oriented tourists) and its proximity to 
Metro Manila enhanced the tourism industry in the region and also gave rise to new tourism 
products, destinations and establishments. 
 
Recent survey reports showed an increase in the volume of local tourists visiting the region. The 
establishment of large theme parks and recreational facilities in Laguna could account for the 
increase in domestic arrivals.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Annex Figure No.11: 

Domestic and Foreign Tourist Arrivals, 2009 
Source: Department of Tourism-IV 
*no data on Rizal tourist arrivals 
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ANNEX Q 
Technical Notes on the Calabarzon Agriculture Sector 
 
The agriculture, fishery and forestry sector contributed about 19 percent of the region's GRDP, 
amounting to PhP 31 billion at constant prices. The average annual growth rate for the sector is 1.72 
percent, although negative growth rates were posted in 2005 (-.25 percent) and 2009 (-1.2 percent). 
The negative growth rates may be directly attributed to Typhoons Winnie, Unding, and Yoyong in 
2004, and Ondoy and Santi in 2009.  
 

Annex Table No. 18: Calabarzon Agriculture, Fishery and Forestry 
Plan Targets, Actual Growth Rates and Points Deviation (in percent), 2004-2009 

Year Targets Actual Points Deviation* 

2004 1.50 2.50 0.70 

2005 1.50 -2.50 -4.00 

2006 1.60 3.20 1.60 

2007 1.80 4.10 2.30 

2008 1.90 4.20 2.30 

2009 1.90 -1.20 -3.10 

Average Annual 1.70 1.72 -0.03 

Sources: Calabarzon RDP 2004-2010, Calabarzon Updated RDP 2008-2010, National Statistical Coordination Board 
*Computed as Plan Targets vs Actual 
 
Crops 

 
Sugarcane and coconut were the dominant crops produced in the region in 2009. Palay, mango, 
banana, pineapple, corn and vegetables were also part of regional agricultural production for the 
same year.  
 
However, the crop subsector showed very erratic growth rate pattern from 2004 to 2009, with an 
annual average of negative 1.35 percent. Moreover, almost all crops demonstrated a negative 
growth rates, with the exception of corn, pineapple, and calamansi.  
 
Aside from typhoons, the decreasing area of land cultivated for agricultural produce contributed to 
negative growth rate in the crop subsector. Nevertheless, the presence of packet farms, organic 
producers and fertilizer manufacturers in Baras, Rizal, Tayabas City, and Rosario, Batangas point to 
an increasing demand for organically produced crops and agriculture products. 
 
Livestock and Poultry 
 
The region’s livestock and poultry subsector contributed significantly to the growth of the agricultural 
sector, exhibiting a 4.8 percent average annual growth rate from 2005-2009. The sector is 
dominated by hog/swine production, which constitutes nearly 90 percent of regional livestock 
production, followed by cattle and carabao at 7.5 percent and 2.0 percent, respectively.  
 
Swine is grown largely in the provinces of Batangas, Laguna and Rizal. These provinces are home to 
breeder and production farm integrators such as Monterey and Bounty Fresh. However, swine 
production suffered a decline in 2008, due to the emergence of swine disease in the Philippines. 
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Annex Figure No. 12:  
Distribution of Fishery Production, 2009 

Annex Figure No. 13:  
Fishery Production by Source, 2009 

Nevertheless and despite incurring heavy losses for that period, producers have begun to cope with 
the increasing demand of meat. 
 
The region contributes about 20 percent to national production of chicken and is second only to 
Central Luzon in this regard. On the other hand, CALBARZON is the country's leading producer of 
chicken eggs. The industry, largely based in San Jose, Batangas, provides for 27 percent of total 
Philippine production and is growing annually at an average rate of 4.3 percent. The only identified 
limiting factor in the poultry industry is the high cost of feedstuff (e.g. soya and corn). 
 
Fishery 

  
Calabarzon contributes an average of 8 percent to the 
total Philippine fishery production, increasing annually at 
an average rate of 4.6 percent. Past declines in 
production may be attributed to Typhoons Ondoy and 
Pepeng that caused extensive damage to fish cages and 
pens in the latter part of 2009. 
 
Quezon and Batangas contributed more than half of 
regional fishery production in 2009, at 39 percent and 
25 percent respectively. Rizal (21 percent) and Laguna 
(12 percent) accounted for one third of regional 
production while Cavite contributed the least at 3 
percent.  

 
The use of aquaculture accounted for more than half of 
the total fishery production in Calabarzon, representing 
210,856 metric tons in 2009. Municipal fishing (29.4 
percent) produced 122,145 metric tons and commercial 
fishing (19.7 percent) produced 81,887 metric tons.  
 
The situation points to a preference for aquaculture as 
opposed to the more traditional municipal source of 
fishery products. Breeding of high value species such as 
grouper, pompano, shrimp and crabs and ornamental 
fish is also an emerging trend in the region. 

 
Fishing areas in the region include Laguna Lake and Taal 
Lake, the coastal towns of Angono, Baras, Binangonan, 
Cardona, Jalajala, Morong, Pililla, Tanay and Taytay. 

 
 

Agrarian Reform and Agriculture Infrastructure Support 
 
Of the target 70,260 hectares of alienable and disposable lands intended to be distributed to farmer 
beneficiaries under the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program (CARP), only a third or 22,260 
hectares were acquired and distributed to agrarian beneficiaries between 2005 and 2010. 

 
 
 
 

Source: Bureau of Agricultural Statistics 
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Annex Table No. 19. Agrarian Land Acquisition and Distribution, 2005-2010 
Province RDP Target  

2005-2010 
(Hectares) 

Actual 2005-2010 Deviation Percent 
Accomplishment 

Batangas 20,600 1,856 -18,744 9.0 
Cavite 1,370 3,324 1,954 242.6 
Laguna 16,950 4,320 -12,630 25.5 
Quezon 28,528 8,417 -20,111 29.5 
Rizal 2,812 1,501 -1,311 53.4 
TOTAL 70,260 22,260 -48,000 31.7 

Source: Target: DENR-Land Management Service / Land Management Bureau  IV-A; Actual DAR IV-A 
 
Rehabilitation and construction of supporting infrastructure facilities such as farm-to-market-roads 
(FMRs) and postharvest facilities would enable the marketing and distribution of the region’s 
agricultural produce. However, only a limited length of FMRs was constructed in Calabarzon from 
2004 to2009, and these were located mostly in the provinces of Batangas and Quezon. On the other 
hand, typhoons that devastated the region during the period affected the inflow and outflow of 
agricultural produce of the farming communities. 

 
 
ANNEX R 
Calabarzon MDG Score Card 
 
 
GOAL 1: ERADICATE EXTREME POVERTY & HUNGER 

 
Target by 1: Halve the proportion of people living in extreme poverty between 1990 and 2015 

 
Indicator 1: Proportion of population living below subsistence or food threshold 

   Baseline (1991)  Latest Data 
(2009)  

Target by 2015  Probability of 
Achievement 

Calabarzon 21.0 3.7 3.3 High 
Batangas 25.6 6.1 3.3 High 
Cavite  16.6 0.8 1 High 
Laguna  17.0 1.3 0.9 High 
Quezon 35.0 9.6 10.9 High 
Rizal  14.7 2.5 0.9 High 
Source of Baseline & Current Data: National Statistical Coordination Board 
 
Indicator 2: Proportion of population living below poverty threshold 

   Baseline (1991)  Latest Data 
(2009)  

Target by2015  Probability of 
Achievement 

Calabarzon 24.8 13.9 12.4 High 
Batangas 38.5 18.8 19.25 High 
Cavite  25.7 6.4 12.85 High 
Laguna  23.5 8.0 11.75 High 
Quezon 52.0 32.5 26.0 High 
Rizal  20.8 9.5 10.4 High 
Source of Baseline & Current Data: National Statistical Coordination Board 
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Target by 2: Halve the proportion of population below the minimum level of dietary energy 

consumption and halve the proportion of underweight children under 5 years old 
 
Indicator 3: Proportion of households with per capita intake below the 100 percent dietary energy 
requirement 

   Baseline (1993)  Latest Data 
(2008)  

Target by2015  Probability of Achievement 

Calabarzon 67.8 60.8 33.9 Low 
Source of Baseline & Current Data: National Statistical Coordination Board 
 
Indicator 4: Proportion of Underweight Children under 5 years old 

 Baseline (2005) Latest Data 
(2009) 

Target by 2015 Probability of 
Achievement 

Calabarzon 10.27 8.15 5.135 High 
Batangas 7.37 5.37 3.685 High 
    Batangas City 9.08 7.15 4.54 High 
    Lipa City 5.12 3.1 2.56 High 
    Tanauan City 3.8 3.07 1.9 High 
Cavite  11.02 9.37 5.51 Medium 
    Cavite City 11.85 8.23 5.925 High 
    Tagaytay City 11.85 6.7 5.925 High 
    Trece Martires City 10.42 4.79 5.21 High 
Laguna  9.76 7.15 4.88 High 
   Calamba City 6.18 2.81 3.09 High 
   San Pablo city 6.46 4.74 3.23 High 
   Sta. Rosa City 4.83 2.77 2.415 High 
Quezon  18.17 16.28 9.085 Medium 
    Lucena City 12.7 10.74 6.35 Medium 
Rizal  7.52 5.24 3.76 High 
    Antipolo City 11.9 10.62 5.95 Medium 
Source: DOH-Operation Timbang 
 
 
GOAL 2:  ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION 
 

Target by 3: Achieve universal access to primary education 
 

Indicator 5: Net enrolment or participation rate in elementary education 
School Divisions Baseline (2003)  Latest Data (2009)  Target by 2015  Probability of 

Achievement 
Calabarzon 83.69 71.67 100 Low 
Batangas  82.83 77.71 100 Low 
    Batangas City 80.87 75.02 100 Low 
    Lipa City 77.44 78.64 100 Low 
    Tanauan City 75.66 80.25 100 Low 
Cavite 83.34 66.25 100 Low 
    Cavite City 78.87 87.12 100 Medium 
Laguna  82.76 70.48 100 Low 
    Calamba City 87.08 54.08 100 Low 
    San Pablo City 85.35 82.35 100 Low 
    Sta. Rosa City* 75.15 68.88 100 Low 
Quezon  80.56 81.36 100 Low 
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School Divisions Baseline (2003)  Latest Data (2009)  Target by 2015  Probability of 
Achievement 

    Lucena City 84.15 76.55 100 Low 
Rizal  85.85 67.46 100 Low 
    Antipolo City 85.87 67.45 100 Low 
Source of Baseline and Current Data: Department of Education 
 
Indicator 6: Elementary Cohort Survival Rate 

School Divisions Baseline (2003)  Latest Data 
(2009)  

Target by2015  Probability of 
Achievement 

Calabarzon 95.77 68.17 84.7 Low 
Batangas 75.09 76.37 84.7 Low 
    Batangas City 79.96 76.96 84.7 Low 
    Lipa City 77.70 74.18 84.7 Low 
    Tanauan City 64.49 68.80 84.7 Low 
Cavite  82.47 62.82 84.7 Low 
   Cavite City 88.84 70.37 84.7 Low 
Laguna  66.00 65.27 84.7 Low 
   Calamba City 64.95 61.30 84.7 Low 
   San Pablo City 83.45 63.91 84.7 Low 
   Sta. Rosa City 64.81 77.67 84.7 Medium 
Quezon 74.43 68.18 84.7 Low 
    Lucena City 88.36 67.07 84.7 Low 
Rizal  77.95 72.07 84.7 Low 
    Antipolo City 64.25 64.06 84.7 Low 
Source of Baseline and Current Data: Department of Education 
 
Indicator 7: Elementary Completion Rate 
 School Divisions Baseline (2003)  Latest Data 

(2009)  
Target by2015  Probability of 

Achievement 
Calabarzon 73.29 67.50 81 Low 
Batangas 76.17 76.11 81 Low 
    Batangas City 88.04 76.81 81 High 
    Lipa City 87.92 74.09 81 High 
    Tanauan City 95.77 68.54 81 High 
Cavite  65.72 62.23 81 Low 
    Cavite City 75.39 69.90 81 Low 
Laguna  73.22 64.29 81 Low 
    Calamba City 53.75 60.43 81 Low 
    San Pablo City 63.76 63.50 81 Low 
    Sta. Rosa City 65.27 69.58 81 Low 
Quezon 76.66 67.49 81 Medium 
     Lucena City 81.96 66.31 81 High 
Rizal  79.80 72.06 81 Medium 
     Antipolo City 64.64 63.03 81 Low 
Source of Baseline and Current Data: Department of Education  
* Baseline of Sta. Rosa City is 2008 since it is a newly created division 
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GOAL 3:  PROMOTE GENDER EQUALITY 
 

Target by 4: Eliminate gender disparity in basic education 
 

Indicator 8: Gender Parity in Net Enrollment Rate (Elementary) 
School Divisions Baseline 

(2003)  
Latest 

Data(2009)  
Target by 

2015  
Probability of 
Achievement 

Calabarzon 1.01 1.01 1.00 Low 
Batangas 1.01 1.06 1.00 Low 
    Batangas City 0.99 1.02 1.00 High 
    Lipa City 0.99 1.04 1.00 High 
    Tanauan City 0.98 1.06 1.00 High 
Cavite  1.02 0.88 1.00 High 
    Cavite City 1.07 1.09 1.00 Low 
Laguna  1.01 1.03 1.00 Low 
    Calamba City 0.98 1.05 1.00 High 
    San Pablo City 1.02 1.01 1.00 Medium 
    Sta. Rosa City 1.00 1.10 1.00 Low 
Quezon 1.02 1.06 1.00 Low 
    Lucena City 0.97 1.05 1.00 High 
Rizal  1.00 1.00 1.00 High 
    Antipolo City 1.02 1.04 1.00 Low 
* Baseline is 2008 since it is a newly created division 
Source of Baseline and Current Data: Department of Education 
 
 
Indicator 9: Gender Parity in Secondary Net Enrollment Rate 
 School Divisions Baseline (2003)  Latest Data 

(2009)  
Target by 2015  Probability of 

Achievement 
Calabarzon 1.13 1.13 1 Low 
Batangas 1.15 1.21 1 Low 
    Batangas City 1.13 1.16 1 Low 
    Lipa City 1.15 1.12 1 Low 
    Tanauan City 1.10 1.14 1 Low 
Cavite  1.10 1.02 1 High 
    Cavite City 1.07 1.13 1 Low 
Laguna  1.13 1.16 1 Low 
    Calamba City 1.04 1.06 1 Low 
    San Pablo City 1.17 1.19 1 Low 
    Sta. Rosa City 1.16 1.05 1 High 
Quezon  1.21 1.25 1 Low 
    Lucena City 1.14 1.12 1 Low 
Rizal  1.10 1.1 1 Low 
   Antipolo City 1.13 1.16 1 Low 
* Baseline is 2008 since it is a newly created division 
Source of Baseline and Current Data: Department of Education 
 
Indicator 10: Ratio of girls to boys in tertiary education 

Indicators Baseline (2002) Latest Data 
(2004) 

Target by 2015 Probability of 
Achievement 

Tertiary 
enrollment 

1.30 1.25 1 High 
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Indicator 11: Ratio of girls to boys in tertiary graduates 

Indicators Baseline (2002) Latest Data 
(2004) 

Target by 2015 Probability of 
Achievement 

Tertiary 
graduates 

1.60 1.46 1 High 

 
 
GOAL 4: REDUCE CHILD MORTALITY 
 

Target by 5: Reduce under-five mortality rate by two thirds by 2015 
 

Indicator 12: Under-five mortality rate 
 Baseline (2004)  Latest Data 

(2009)  
Target by 2015  Probability of 

Achievement 
Calabarzon 3.8 8.9 1.3 Low 
Batangas 2.19 6.92 0.7 Low 
Cavite 3.19 8.67 1.1 Low 
Laguna 5.07 5.14 1.7 Low 
Quezon 6.30 10.37 2.1 Low 
Rizal 6.21 7.68 2.1 Low 
Source of Baseline and Current Data: Department of Health-Center for Health Development IV-A 
 
Indicator 13: Infant mortality rate 
 Baseline (2004)  Latest Data 

(2009)  
Target by 2015  Probability of 

Achievement 
Calabarzon 9.2 7.5 3.1 High 
Batangas 8.00 4.97 2.7 High 
Cavite 6.56 5.53 2.2 Medium 
Laguna 9.25 7.54 3.1 Medium 
Quezon 14.55 9.11 4.9 High 
Rizal 10.55 4.80 3.5 High 
Source of Baseline and Current Data: Department of Health-Center for Health Development IV-A 
 
Indicator 14: Percentage Fully Immunized Children 
 Baseline (2004)  Latest Data 

(2009)  
Target by 

2015  
Probability of 
Achievement 

Calabarzon 92.97 80.87 100.0 Low 
Batangas 99.51 94.43 100.0 Low 
Cavite 101.8 66.4 100.0 High 
Laguna 92.39 83.27 100.0 Low 
Quezon 76.46 58.40 100.0 Low 
Rizal 95.76 98.11 100.0 High 
Source of Baseline and Current Data: Department of Health-Center for Health Development IV-A 
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GOAL 5: IMPROVE MATERNAL HEALTH 
 

Target by 6: Reduce by 3/4, between 1990 and 2015 the maternal mortality ratio 
 

Indicator 15: Maternal Mortality Rate 
 Baseline (2004)  Latest Data 

(2009)  
Target by 

2015  
Probability of 
Achievement 

Calabarzon 38.9 33.6 9.7 Low 
Batangas 24.23 8.23 6.1 High 
Cavite 25.94 39.24 6.5 Low 
Laguna 34.86 26.61 8.7 Medium 
Quezon 108.56 51.87 27.1 High 
Rizal 50.59 27.41 12.6 High 
Source of Baseline and Current Data: Department of Health-Center for Health Development IV-A 
 
Target by 7: Increase access to reproductive health services to 60 percent by 2010, and 80 percent 

by 2015 
 

Indicator 16: Contraceptive Prevalence Rate 
 Baseline (2004)  Latest Data 

(2009)  
Target by 

2015  
Probability of 
Achievement 

Calabarzon 47.9 23.22 80 Low 
Batangas 31.76 25.54 80 Low 
Cavite 46.50 31.58 80 Low 
Laguna 36.10 36.51 80 Low 
Quezon 121.10 25.19 80 High 
Rizal 32.91 22.96 80 High 
Source of Baseline and Current Data: Department of Health-Center for Health Development IV-A 
 
 
GOAL 6:  COMBAT HIV/AIDS, MALARIA & OTHER DISEASES 
 
Target by 9: Halt and reverse the incidence of malaria and other major diseases by 2015 
 
Indicator 17: TB case detection rate 
   Baseline (2004)  Latest Data 

(2009) 
Target by 

2015  
Probability of 
Achievement 

Calabarzon 58 55 0 Low 
Batangas 40 53.23 0 Low 
Cavite  55 60.90 0 Low 
Laguna  47 61.18 0 Low 
Quezon  55 44.81 0 Low 
Rizal  43 53.25 0 Low 
Source of Baseline and Current Data: Department of Health-Center for Health Development IV-A 
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GOAL 7:  ENSURE ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
 

Target by 11: Halve the proportion of people with no access to safe drinking water and basic 
sanitation or those who cannot afford it by 2015 

 
Indicator 18: Percentage of Households with Safe Drinking Water Sources 
   Baseline (2004)  Latest Data(2009) Target by 

2015  
Probability of 
Achievement 

Calabarzon 86.56 92.50 86.5 High 
Batangas 76.85 99.25 86.5 High 
Cavite  89.53 82.57 86.5 High 
Laguna  92.93 87.74 86.5 High 
Quezon  75.47 103.72 86.5 High 
Rizal  60.86 101.95 86.5 High 
Source of Baseline and Current Data: Department of Health-Center for Health Development IV-A  
 
Indicator 19: Percentage of Households with Sanitary Toilet Facilities   
   Baseline (2004)  Latest Data(2009) Target by 

2015  
Probability of 
Achievement 

Calabarzon 57.82 88.46 83.8 High 
Batangas 87.65 84.72 83.8 High 
Cavite  87.33 81.11 83.8 High 
Laguna  20.38 87.51 83.8 High 
Quezon  64.72 91.11 83.8 High 
Rizal  29.81 87.29 83.8 High 
Source of Baseline and Current Data: DOH-CHD IV-A 
 
Indicator 20: Proportion of households with secured housing units 
 Baseline (1990) Latest Data 

(2000) 
Target by 

2015 
Probability of 
Achievement 

Calabarzon 90.1 66.8 80 Medium 
Batangas 91.3 64.9 80 Medium 
Cavite 92.8 75.1 80 Low 
Laguna 89.5 70.1 80 Medium 
Quezon 87.4 49.8 80 High 
Rizal 89.8 69.3 80 Medium 
Source of Baseline and Current Data: National Statistics Office-Census on Population and Housing 
 
Indicator 21: Percentage forest cover 
 Baseline  Latest Data 

(2005) 
Target by 

2015 
Probability of 
Achievement 

Calabarzon  35.2 50  
Source of Baseline and Current Data: Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
NDA: No data available 
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ANNEX S 
Technical Notes on the Calabarzon Human Development Index 
 
Batangas has the highest life expectancy rating, which ranks it at 7 out of the 77 Philippine 
provinces included in the scoring. While Quezon ranked lowest among all the Calabarzon provinces. 
However, Batangas’ rank improved from 58 in 2000 to 37 in 2006 which is among the most 
remarkable for the time period. 
 

Annex Table 20: Human Development Index: Calabarzon Life Expectancy at Birth, 2000-2006 
 

Area 
2000 2003 2006 

Index Rank Index Rank Index Rank 
NCR 0.748  0.764  0.781  

Rizal 0.745 2 0.764 9 0.781 12 
Cavite 0.736 3 0.75 14 0.763 16 
Laguna 0.711 5 0.726 20 0.739 26 
Batangas 0.759 15 0.775 6 0.793 6 
Quezon 0.681 58 0.695 36 0.708 37 
Source: 2009 Philippine Human Development Report 
 
Four out of the five Calabarzon provinces are included in the top 15 provinces in terms of the 
education index. Only Quezon garnered a low ranking for this index, being 46th out of the 77 
assessed Philippine provinces.  
 
Annex Table 21: Human Development Index: Calabarzon Education Index, 2000-2006 

 
Area 

2000 2003 2006 
Index Rank Index Rank Index Rank 

NCR 0.808  0.814  0.847  

Rizal 0.76 1 0.76 2 0.801 2 
Cavite 0.747 3 0.755 3 0.797 3 
Laguna 0.716 7 0.731 5 0.784 5 
Batangas 0.656 13 0.679 11 0.711 15 
Quezon 0.614 27 0.595 36 0.612 46 
Source: 2009 Philippine Human Development Report 
 
Three out of the five Calabarzon provinces are included in the top 10 provinces in terms of the 
income index namely Laguna, Rizal and Cavite. Batangas ranked 26 while Quezon fared the worst 
with a ranking of 65.  
 
Annex Table 22: Human Development Index: Calabarzon Income Index, 2000-2006 

 
Area 

2000 2003 2006 
Index Rank Index Rank Index Rank 

NCR 0.989   0.824   0.756   

Rizal 0.762  1 0.606  7 0.594  7 
Cavite 0.617  9 0.609  6 0.594  8 
Laguna 0.681  3 0.714  2 0.602  5 
Batangas 0.478  24 0.464  24 0.418  26 
Quezon 0.382  34 0.327  53 0.253  65 
Source: 2009 Philippine Human Development Report  
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ANNEX T 
Sea Level Rise and Flooding Simulation for Selected Areas in Calabarzon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annex Figure No. 14: Sea Level Rise and Flooding Simulation for Cavite City 
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Annex Figure No. 15: Simulation for Laguna Lake 
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Annex Figure No. 16: Sea Level Rise and Flooding Simulation for Batangas City 
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Annex Figure No. 17: Sea Level Rise and Flooding Simulation for Nasugbu 
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Annex Figure No. 18: Sea Level Rise and Flooding Simulation for Lucena City 
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Annex Figure No. 19: Sea Level Rise and Flooding Simulation for Polillo Island 
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